President Report	September 10, 2024

Hi all and welcome to the St. Mary School Council and Fundraising Association Annual General Meeting. 
The last year has been a year of transition for the St. Mary School Council and Fundraising Association as we oriented the new executive to the business of both organizations.  Today I will report on the activities of both organizations as one, since all our executive members serve on both.  
Our first order of business was to establish Operating Procedures for the School Council and rewrite the bylaws of the Fundraising Association in order to adhere to the guidelines set out by Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis.  This was an urgent task as it was required to obtain our Casino License and complete our Casino Application.  Once our annual returns were filed, we were approved and have been scheduled for a casino in the fall of 2025.  The exact date has not yet been received.  This is a very important fundraiser as it generates upwards of $100,000 for our school and requires a substantial number of volunteers during the event.  Please plan to volunteer; details will be sent once our date has been assigned.  
The school council events held in the 2023-2024 school year included pancake breakfasts at Christmas and Shrove Tuesday, the family dance, staff appreciation lunch, pizza lunches, classroom enhancements for each class, bibles for grade 4 students, table top hockey sets for indoor recess, snacks for the Terry Fox run, grade 6 farewell decorations, refreshments and gifts, winter carnival, ribbons and volunteer lunch for track and field day, artist in residence Lance Cardinal, classroom sets of Chromebooks, classroom sets of Mico bits and Makey Makey educational tools, helping hands gift cards for families in need, and reupholstery of the school atrium furniture.   
The fundraising activities conducted by the Fundraising Association included the Christmas concert basket raffle, VIP parking and seating raffle at the Christmas concert, donations from the Family Dance, sales from the Hanging Basket Fundraiser, and the 50/50 raffle.  Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make these events successful and for your generous contributions to all the fundraising activities.  There are a variety of ways to support our school community whether by volunteering your time or contributing financially.  
Other items of note from the past year include determining sustainable ways to support the school’s tech needs; specifically in purchasing Chromebooks for the school on a yearly bases due to the short duration of licensing agreements.  Also meeting the demands of hot lunch while balancing concerns of food waste, packaging waste, and equity and affordability among students. Finally, focusing on engagement within our school community as it takes volunteers and funds to deliver enriching programing for our students.  
It's been a busy year getting our administration in order, securing our casino, supporting school initiatives, delivering student enhancement initiatives, and raising funds.  Thank you all so much for your continued participation and investment in our school community.  We always have room for more volunteers and all are welcome!  

Respectfully submitted, 
Amanda Campbell 
