School Council Meeting Minutes
St. Mary Catholic Elementary School, 490 Rhatigan Rd NW, Edmonton, AB, T6R 2E2
March 9, 2026 6:00 p.m. School Office
*Indicates written report/attachment provided
Action items listed in bold

Attendees: 
Christine Vince: Principal, Julie Francois: Assistant Principal, Amanda Campbell: Chair, Elysia MacDonald: Vice Chair, Nina Bouhamdan: Treasurer, Brittany Deluna: Casino Chairperson, Vanessa Benjamin, Ashley Hyde, Puja Chakkalakal (Teams), Carla Barnfather: Teacher and Instructional Coach

Call to order – 6:09 pm 
1) Welcome										
a. Opening Prayer
b. Treaty Six Acknowledgement
c. Review and acceptance of the agenda*	
Addition of item 5. b) Board of Trustees gift 	
Brittany moved to accept the agenda as amended; Elysia seconded. All in favour. Carried.
										
2) Approval of the Minutes*, as presented (OR as amended) 				
Vanessa moved to accept the minutes; Ashley seconded. All in favour. Carried. 	
3) Old Business										
a. Family Dance
· Thank you to Brittany for organizing this successful event. 
· Including the concession, donations, and sponsorship, the profit for the dance came to $1,580.
· Brittany has secured a different DJ for next year that will cost less than this year’s.  
· Notes for next year: 
· Better system or no prizes for costumes. 
· Float is required for concession; especially loonies and toonies. 
· Instructions from Kate on items and amounts of each she purchased for the concession would be helpful.  
b. Shrove Tuesday - tabled
c. Hot lunch
· Nina would like to start planning for next year’s hot lunches, but requires sign in information for Healthy Hunger.  Would also be helpful for Kate to send instructions for pizza lunch coordination to Nina.  ACTION: Kate to send login information for Healthy Hunger and Pizza lunch instructions to Nina. 
· Leftover pizza in staff freezer has been very helpful for kids that forget their lunch.  
· Feedback from teachers: prefer Mondays over Fridays for hot lunch.  Kids are too wound up on Fridays.  
d. Newsletter
· Newsletter is nearly ready to go out.  Please send any items to be included to Alex and she will add them before it goes out.  
· Items to be posted to our Instagram can be sent to Alex.  
· Suggestions for posting: 
· Casino total 
· CFEP grant and plan to install swings and picnic tables
· Art auction 

4) Principal’s Report	
· Christine walked the group through the March review for each of the key strategies in the School Plan for Continuous Growth which is posted on the school’s website.  
· Suggestion to use the $500 School Council Grant to host a math night for St. Mary families.  Box Cars and One-Eyed Jacks was the company that was used the last time the school hosted one of these.  Their fees are $650.  Carla suggested Math Mania, a company that she saw at Teacher’s Convention that looked great.  ACTION: Carla will look into this and will report back to Christine.  ACTION: Christine will book something for April before soccer season starts.  MOTION: Brittany moved to spend up to $800 ($500 grant plus $300 from School Council funds) to book a math night for St. Mary families.  Seconded by Nina.  All in favour.  Carried.  
· Carla presented the Climate Action Kits that were gifted by the school division for use at St. Mary.  They have been using the 4 coding and robotics kits during flex block with the grades 4, 5, and 6s and have found them very useful.  Requesting funds to purchase a 15-kit set worth $4,500 for use next year.  ACTION: Discuss this request at a future meeting once we know the results of our CFEP grant application.

5) New Business										
a. Staff appreciation lunch
· May 7, 2026
· 26 staff members
· Greek – Opa! of Greece can cater for $16/person
b. Board of Trustees gift
· $100 gift card for Tim Hortons for use by the School Council
· We will save this for use at next year’s Kindergarten welcome event. 

6) Other 										

7) Next Meeting(s)		
ACTION: Amanda will send out a Doodle to the Executive to choose our next meeting date in April.  								

Adjournment – 7:19 pm 
